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Researcher:
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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the media coverage policies of foreign state-funded Arabic channels
regarding illegal Syrian migration to the West. It specifically investigates how political and economic
factors shape news construction for Arab audiences, determining the volume of coverage, the types of
media frames utilized, and the overall direction of the discourse.

This study utilizes a descriptive survey methodology to analyze how foreign state-owned Arabic
websites (France 24, DW, and TRT) covered illegal Syrian migration to the West between 2021—
2022.Grounded in Media Framing Theory, the research performed a content analysis on a sample of 199
media items to identify coverage patterns and trends influenced by key political and economic variables.

The study reveals statistically significant differences in media coverage, confirming that the framing of
illegal Syrian migration is driven by the political and economic interests of the broadcasters' home
countries. A clear dominance of the legal-political frame over the humanitarian frame emerged, fully
supporting the first hypothesis and partially the second. Ultimately, coverage patterns are dictated by
whether the country acts as a host or transit nation, heavily influenced by labor market needs and
financial pressures.

The study concludes that international Arabic-speaking media frames illegal Syrian migration primarily
as a political and economic issue, reflecting the strategic interests of the sponsoring states. This
communicative role aligns the phenomenon with public policies and economic priorities, ultimately
shaping the Arab audience's perception of the nature and repercussions of Syrian migration.

Keywords: Illegal Syrian Migration, Political Factors, Economic Factors, International Media, Media
Coverage, Syria.
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